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N NEW CONSTITUTION
OR NEW DISTRICTS.

Legislature Faiis to Pass Re-
Districting Bill.

A Few Patches Proposcd for the 0id Con- '

stitution - Right of State Officers
to Re-District in Doubt, but Another
Gerrymander May Be Attempied.

Jefterson City, March 17. — The
Foriy-seventh general assernbly has
hesitated about providing fora con
vention to write a new cons'itution
As the democrats easily control 24 of
the 34 senatorinl districts and could
therefors elec! 48 of the 68 delega'es
who wo'd sit in a constitutional con
vention it has bren supposed that the
democratic leaders wonld urge the
legislature to pass a resolution submit:
ting 1o popular vote a proposition to
oganize such a convention, but the

only measure ¢n the subject was killed |

in the senate last week, then revived
and passed, and is now pending in the
hotise. A convention cannot be called
until the people vore for it. Several
amendments to the old dccument are
to be submitted, however, though the
prople are weary of patching it.

There will be no re-amanging of
congressional districts this year, the
legislature having failed to pass a cons
gressional redistricting bill,  From the
democratic standpoint it is not desir-
able to change congrestional districts,
as fourteen of the sixteen are now
democritic, though several would be
closely contested were the repub'icans
united,

The thirty-four senatorial districts
may not be changed, The legislature
has failed to pass a senatoriul redistriot-
ing bill, just as it fsiled to do s:in
1911, when it was required to do s»,
under section 7 of article IV of the
constitution, which says:

Sec. 1.--Sena‘ors ond represénta
tives shall be chosen according 10 the
rule of apportionment estshlisted m
this constitution, until the next des-r-
nial census by the Unired States shall
have been taken, and the result theraol
as to this state ascertgined, when the
apportionment shall be revised aod
adjusted on the basi. ol that census
and every ten years therealier upoa
the basis of the United States census;
or if such ceosus be not taken, oris
delayed, then on the basis of a state
census; such apportionment o be
made at the first session of the gencral
assembly after each such census: Pro-
vided, that if at any time, or from any
cause, the general assembly shall fail
or reluse to district the state for sen-
ators, as required in thiz sectionm, it
shall be the duty ol the governor, see-
retary of state and altomey general,
within thirty days after the adjoumn-
ment of the general assembly on which
such duty devolved, to petform said
daty.

Under that section of the constitu-
tion the governor, attorney general ard
secretary of state have laid out senator
ial districts at the beginning of every
decennial period since the constitution
was adopted, democratic legislatures
having failed to lollow ‘the mandate ol
the law. In 1911 Avomey General
Major and Secretary of S-ate Roach at-
tempted a gerrymander of senatorial
districts over the protest of Governor
Hadley, who proposed a fair and law-
ful division of the counties. The su-
preme court declared the Major Koach
gerrymander unfair and unlawful, so
the districts have remained as they
were established in 1901, As the
section above quoted prescribes that
the redistricting shall be done by the
first general assembly convening after
the decennial census, or else by the
the state officers named, and as there
was default by that assembly and by
said officers the question has been
raised, has the second assembly con-
vening alter the decennial census, or
the state officers pamed, the right to

redistrict the state?  This question
may prevent Major, Barker and Roach
from putting through a senatorial ger-
rymander, though they will attempt to
'do so.  There is nmhing, however,
iw prevent the people from adopting a
tmeasure changing senntorial distriets,
The legislatore ‘stuck to business’
Jast woek and passed a number of bills
that have been on the ealerdars of the
two houses for mere than a month.
|'l‘hr democratic  ‘whips'' have been
{earcful 1o keep to the front all bills
|pm-i»!im: lir new offices and good
The board
of pard s and paroles has been estab:
lished and thus three demoeratsn'e
provided with jobs at §2500 a year and
light werk, with clerks, stenographers
They may ac
The republicans
have long sdvocated a pardon hoard
t0 telieve the povernor of an unfair
burden und responsibility,

salories {Gr parly workers.

and pleasant offices.
complish some good,

Work of Democratic Law Makers.

The legislature which adjourns this
week has accomplished some good—
has put into the form of law several
propositions advanced by the repnb-
lican party and recommended in the
messages of a republican govemnor.
These measures would have beeu en:
acted in+ 1909 or 1911 but lor the
dogged interference and opposition of
the demoeratic state sennte,

Searcely a new idea has seriously
engaged the present legislture, while
a number of popular ideas have been
taken up, discussed; and euher mutil-
lated or set aside.  Lacking the cour
jage 1o release the capitol building
bonds fram taxation so as to sell them,

Illhe democratic leaders have sought in
{several ways to get money cut of them
{or the erection of the building, going
|even to the extent ol passing a bill
authorizing of about

150,000 10 a big bunking concern b
cell the bondsat par, thus diverti -Lt
that ameunt from the ngeregate stin
that oupht
| bonds. Undoubre dlly they wonld have
|re"o.1nd these bond. lram taxaion
| had not that method been suggested

the payment

o bLe derived from the

hy the retiring republicsn go' erno-.

5 [tis excredizgly paindul toa dem -
cratic legistature 10 weerpt and honos
the advies of a republican governor or
the republican pifty conceming any
matter relating 1o the weilare of the
geople,  The bitter partisans who con-
firol the demooratie legislature would
I mather steal republican ideas cloth them
lin democmtic pretense atd put them
[throngh on the recommendation of a
| democratic governor. They seem to
think that such a process will ool the
people and reflect credit wpon the
demoncratic party, Itisasleck scheme,
but as long as a republican press ex-
ists in the state the leaders cannot ey
cape publicity., Practically 1he entire
legislative work of the present session
of an overwhelmingly demonmatic legis-
lature was suggested, prcmoted and
made popular by republican leaders
in the stite, except that the democrats
took advamtage ol public sentimen!
to create n large number of offices,
and to prepare for the organization ol
an army of democratic afficials 10 put
into operation ideas sugyested by re
publicans,

Although it was charged [requently
that the board ol railroad and ware
house commissioners was at all timesa
political machine lor the convenient
use ol the democratic party, it never
had but a small fraction ol the political
power and prestigs 10 be exercised by
the public service commission recently
created by the legislature, The com-
mission will absolutely dominate rail-
road, street railway, telegraph, tek-
phone and express companies and will
be in position to make the officers,
and even the employees, of such com-
panies dance to democratic music.
The new law provides no safe guards
whatever against the possible use of
the commissioners in behall of their

political purposes,

{hér Wéms_eern to Have Lost our Grip as a Successful Weather Prophet

etra of corn would make about §

Repeated tests from all parts o

\]

Take twelve of your sced ears,
selected according to your best
Judgment, arrange them in & row
where they will not be disturbed,
or with a tack put a numbered siip
on the butt of each enr, numbering
from one to twelve,

Take a plece of any kind of cloth,
& yard or more In lenpth and elght
or ten inches in widith; mark twelve
dnch squares down the middle of
the cloth, as per diagram, with a
wiax crayon pencll, and number

find it interesting to ob-
tain twelve ears of seed
corn from one farmer,
ench pupil getting INJ

the modernte price of 00 cents, would be worth $4.00,

veal the sud story that the dampsess In immature
corn has caused much of It to be frozen so that it will

not grow. If we
proportions, every

shels, w t
Phehels. Wi & withcut making a

f tho corn belt re

been pollenized by

ench square and soak the cloth in
wuler

Carefully remove six to ton ker
nels In a spiral around the ear,
taking them out with the tip of a
pen knife from the edge of the
kernel, belng cureful not to Infure
the germ,

Place them o numbered squares
corresponding to numbery on ears.
After dampening the cloth thor.
oughiy, roll up a little wet snwdust
or sand in the end to help rewain

Jeet corn by Jooking at it,
some that will not grow, but be ean never be sure ol
thit which will grow. A fipe looklng enr may have

| YOU LOSE FOUR DOLLARS

When You Plant an Ear That Will Not Grow

The average scod ear of corn has 500 kernels,
which, If nil should grow, would produce 300 stalks,
which should produce 800 ears of corn. Eight hundred

are to have a corn crop of normal
ear should be tested to sce whether

it 15 allve or dead.
No man can teil whether corm will grow or not

No man ean fie-
lle may be able o tell

germinntion test.

a sterile father,

A SIMPLE ONE-ACRE TEST

the moleture, Fold the eloth over
from the sldes, as shown by din-
gram, and roll up as shown. Place
the roll in o beoket or box of damp
gawdust or sand, and put behind
the etove, or gome plnee where it
will not obil), Tt I8 best to keep
the temperature about 70 degrees.
more or less. Al the end of five or
six days the rolls may be opened.
and you cun learn from thin simple
test the condition of your seed
corn.

Chil 1 Dead, 2 Weak, Rowtlets ondy. 3. Weak, Sprovt saly. 4 Strong.  Both Sprout sad R.otets.
To ‘he dren of '@ Dox't plant sy sed which will not germinate good and strong
tl'ne Pul:lic SCBOOIS ' One badd hernel in & bill olten kills all the others,
po don't thenk you can overcums
— ) weakness by planting sn od
This test being sosimp :':: —
we think that you wi

8 from a different farmer, HOW TO TEST O
and making this test at ACRE IN A CLOTH
u:hozl, letting each far. et Tt ——r oy T
hat t - ~ ' -
?f:!-::r::illn::;:::. ) THROW OUT EARS NUMBERS 1, 2, 4 7, 10 sl 11 HMM_M s AT
= Wfsm?‘ (TN R R e

Full directions for this work 709 3| Py TR O ! NI 45 DO .

may be had of Bert Ball, - :;..--.-,_.’:0- SeaR iU . "" o LN IO

Sec'y Crop Improvement v : an- i TS

Committee, Room L, Board Y .t e L o~ L 'l.
of Trade Chicago. L- e e 1L " i !

HOW TO TEST TEN OR

c""l:l.:: where
to oblain proper
Seed

The above pixte wis prepared o 1
year, and while the comn In the counin
is in much better condition than it wa:
then, it will nevertheless pay ever
farmer lo test his seed corn.  The fol
lowing stggesiions were prepared lor
‘he Farmers' Muil and Breeze by C P
Hartley, in charge of seed com inves:
ugations, U, S. Department of Agrni-
culture:

Soil and seed are two prime items
in obtaining a profitable com crep,
The seed supply can be greatly im

ness by discarding the poor ears and
poor kemnels,

The office of corn investigations of
the United States department of !gri“

experiments that an ear having kemels "
ol undesiable shapes produces ears|
most of which have kernels ol cndesir-‘
able shapes. Al ears thatare unde {
sirable lor ope reason or another shou'd
be discarded before making germing:
tion tests.

Those who have negleated to take
good care of their seed corm may now
fird *‘dead” ears among their supply.
In such cases it will be profitable to
test the germination of each ear separ
ately. Whers well adapted varieiies
are grown that properly mature belore

MORE ACRES

flnd that

takn any chinoess with snch s

are In donbi s 1o
) “!F':rma M L the cendltion of

CORN FOR SEED PURPOSES IN WORSE CONDITION THAN HAS EVER BEEN KNOWN

r erod
b wall for you to make anlialbow hog,

wootrin Lwa oF Listea dnehes deep, Inrge spotigh (0 maks &
Lest fTur i .

ten oron) thal I, twnlve agiuares ook wiy by
oo noromt. The bor ahould be aboul 2aw
Inchiw, ¥ the box sboat isIP fall oF pioist
dins, mani oF sawidual,  Wa prefer pamdiod bes
eatte 1 I8 Digtiter and ean b hinndlsd i Lhe
B, FPros 18 well dows so that 1
will have s smoath evia aurfnee,

Taky s white cloth nbout th sl of

the box, rale (& off cheekersbosnd Frale
" Lm. raling the aqunres 1wo oF
Chorest Lnch s vach Wy, nummbees
Ing 1,253,010, "Take n e sack
o tnake a pal Lo Ot the top ot
Bhie Boax, gl 18 Wit an ineh
wlmmfuunlnln\t-llntl!rnmu!.
Femiove pig Lo fen kornilq
from encli oar Anjoried
iy lering oaily enr uu{
pating sw Keetwly B
winrn L e corres ot ling
wiiarn in the box,  Plage
thi tig In & wirm plaw
where It will ot chilll, Keep the
i weal ] o fheonkd med warm, and In Bee oe

iz Aays Yoo ean rall up e prd enrefuily, mnd you will
ap sead Wil Khow Lta ginlity s hoenwln wiili b ahow both

wirrouta and rootisiy I heatthy enndition are 0T plantbog ones Frooom whed the
leeruris thiiw mproits anly, oF rotrtlels only, AR of MIAX Bod grow, it 11 18 Dest not 1
All weak snd dewnd vare slionld be 1w inta U feed bog

A0 ke test ropeatad utll you s sure you have sough purfoct virs Lo piail Fulll scroign.

nature and ecared for propetly. Those
vho have given their seed proper care
should pick out 100 representative
ears and make a germination test ol
10 grains from each ear, Il these ears
germinate well it is not mecessary 1o
=st the remainder of the seed supply.

Before shelling the small kernels
should be discarded from an inch or
more off the Llps of the ears. Aceur
ate field tests have proved these small
kernels 1o be less productive than the
fully developed kernels of the same

‘ears. The thick, irregularly shaped |
proved in quality and productive- | kernels should also. be discarded from | Horticultural Society, under the aus-

the butts of the ears. These kernels

dropping them satisfactorily. It is|
convenient to nub the entire supply of |

gun. Many larmers who plant 20 or
40 acres of corn, carefully shell their
seed by hand and are profited by so
doing. A few remarkably suceesslul
extensive com growers shell hundreds
of bashels by hand, Where much
seed is required thete is a strong
temptation to run it through the com
sheller. Hand shefling is profitable
for the small larmer and more prefit-
able for the exiensive farmer. The
gheller breaks or cracks some of the
kemels and there is not the opportun-
ity of examining kernels kom different |

l:ost, poor germination hes never been

found among ears selected as soon as'

portions of each ear as in shelling by
hand. Alter being nubbed the proper
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way is 10 shell by hand, one ear at a
time, into a sieve that %ill let the
chaff fall through and leave all the
kemels from the car in plain view for
mspection. I unaatisfactory, all the
kernels can be  easily discarded and
another ear shelled, The ears should
not be shelled direetly inta the general
seed supply for it would then be diffi
eult to separate and discard the unde
able kemels.

Aterntion, Strawberry Growers.

Two years ago the Missouri State

pices of the Missouri State Board of

The best time 10! produce satisfactorily but their size or| Horticulture, held a Strawberry Con-
grade seed corn is belore shelling. shape prevents the corn planter from | gress at Neesho. Mo,

The strawberty growers of the state
have been urging the Board to have

culture has proved by careful field | ears before the shelling process is be- |another congress this year where they

can discuss the strawberry situation,
In answer to this demand the Board of
Horticultore has decided to hold a
Strawbernry Congress at Neosho, April
15th and 16th of this year,

The program has not been made up
yet, but the preliminary arrangements
have been made, which confine the
addresses and discussions ol the first
day to the production ol strawberries
This would, of course, include straw-
berry soils, varieties, diseases, cultiva-
tion, ete.

The speakers of the second day will

i1ake op the commercial side of stram-

berry yrowing, discussing under that

t\ Ihcnd picking, gmding, packing, mar-

keting, relrigeration, ete,

The strawberry congress is held be-
fore the picking season so that the
growers and shippers may bave the
benefit of any information gained at the
meeling in taking care ol the crop
this season.

The programs for the meeting will
be distributed in a short time. The
Secretary of the State Board of Horti-
culture will be glad to furnish lurther
information of this meeting to any one
who is interested,

ASHLEIGH P. BOLES, Secretary,
Columbia, Mo.

It Was Not a Major Idea.

Governor Major is boasting much
about the enactment of a bill ereating
a board to take the place of the board
of rilrond and warchouse commission®
ors, with power 10 regulate the rates
and service of public utility companies;
but the gavernor lails to mention the
fact that his democtatic [riends in The
state senate twice defeated a similar
(and, in many respects, a benter) bil!,
simply because it was pledged by the
republican party, recommended bya
republican govermor and passed once
by a republican house. These facts
should detera sincere man from at-
tempting to take all credit for the fipal
consumition of the long considered
plan to put the puble utilities of the
state upper proper copirol
Former Govermnor Alexander M
Dockery, ol Gallatin, has
pointed Third Assistant Tostmaster
General by President Wilsen,  He will
targely control the financial system ol
the department,  Governor Dockery,
when a member of congress, devoted
himsell to the study of the pestal sya
tem,

been ap

He bronght about several im-
provemenis in the money order service,
His sppointment 18 greatly appreciated
by his democmtic friends in Missouri,
ai he i a popular Vold guard'* leadex
antl free from any queshion as to lis
and  conyictions,

political  attitude

though he does know how to wink

the other gye.”

Joplin and Springficld, the twa thriv:
ing cities ol Southwest Missourd, are to
adopt the commission furm ol
ment, under an ensbling act passed
by the legislitre.
successiully in those cities It will

govern

I the plan warks
lie
demanded by many if not all af the
eltivs of the state, excepl, perhaps,
Kansas 'City and
municipad government isa big propy

St. Louis, where

sition. Missowi is advaneing, having
gotten a good start during lour years
al progressive republican mile.

President Wilson tried the first day
he took posession of the White House
w kecp away the hungry horde of
democrtic office seckers by giving
them publie notice to see the heads of
departments first and then wait for an
invitation to eall av the White House,
Such invitations have not gone oul
numerotsly tothe democrats who have
been paying big hotel bills at the cap-
ital and they have become sericusly
disgruntled and mad,

Lieutenant-Governor Fairter, being
a modest and retiring man, did not
undertake to distinguish himsell while
acting us governor during the absence
in Washington of Governor Major,
though he had opportunity 10 do things
that might have placed his name in
bold, black type inall the newspapers.
He was wise in not inviting unneces
sary trouble.

The demoeratic Jegislature has pro-
vided fora linle additional revenup
from the liquor interests, and a very
large draft upon the state treasury for
new offices created for demccratic
partisans.

Mr. Bryan has assumed the role ol
an apostle of peace ihough the guns
of the army and navy have been kept
in easy shooting distance on the hm*

ders and near the shores of Mexico.



